15-17 December
"Gentlemen, may I add that I am sure that I can count on
your sympathy in the sad circumstances in which I have
acceded to the Throne.
"I have suffered a very real loss by the decision of my brother,
for, by his going, I am deprived of a close friendship which I
valued highly.
"However, the fact that I have received this address at the
hands of many old friends fills me with encouragement for the
future."
the chinese coup
Mr. W. H. Donald, Adviser to General Chiang Kai-shek,
flew to Sianfu and has now returned. He said that General
Chiang Kai-shek had refused to see General Chang Hsueh-
liang since his arrest.
madrid
There has been another lull for some days in the fighting
outside Madrid. It is bitterly cold, and the distress of the people
is very evident. Underfeeding is general, for bread and rice are
the only diet of a great number.
Wednesday 16	the B.B.C.
The Board appointed by the Prime Minister to inquire into
certain statements made in the case of Lambert v. Levita
report that, without finding either the B.B.C. or Mr. Lambert
entirely blameless in every step which was taken, they dispose
completely of the suggestion that members of the Corporation
were consciously exercising unfair pressure on Mr. Lambert to
deter him from the exercise of his legal rights.
spain
Bad weather in Spain still prevents much active fighting, but
there has been a good deal of air-bombing. The Government
forces have made some advance in their attack on Ovicdo.
Thursday 17	parliament
The House of Commons to-day discussed the B.B.C., which
Mr. Lees-Smith strongly attacked. He claimed that, though
Parliament controlled policy and not details of programmes,
the B.B.C. paid far too little attention to Parliamentary hints.
He thought there was both favouritism and terrorism in the
British Broadcasting Corporation administration. His friends
on the staff even feared that their letters might be opened, and
the atmosphere was morbid and unhealthy. He suggested that
with the assistance of the civil service the B.B.C. should hold
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